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Report of the ISN President-Elect
KIYOSHI KUROKAWA
In the Council Meeting of the XIJIth International Congress of
Nephrology (ICN) in Madrid, Spain, I was unexpectedly nomi-
nated as President-Elect of the International Society of Nephrol-
ogy. It was one of the highest honors in my professional career
and I accepted this important responsibility of the Society. I say
"unexpectedly" because I was informed that I was to be a
candidate only a few weeks prior to the Congress, and thus I was
not prepared for the role. However, due to my commitments as a
member of the Scientific Program Committee for the TCN in
Tokyo 1990, the 1993 ICN in Jerusalem, and the 1995 ICN in
Madrid, I have learned a great deal and have gained insights into
the history, activities, and organizational structure of this distin-
guished Society. These interactions and involvement in the activ-
ities of the Society have helped me become acclimated to the job
in a timely manner.
Over the last two years, under the able and enthusiastic
leadership of President Robert W. Schrier, together with the
absolutely effective executive offices of Vice-President Thomas E.
Andreoli, Secretary General Jan Weening, and Treasurer C. Craig
Tisher, the Society has increased its membership, in part through
the introduction of a new membership policy for nephrologists in
"currently economically handicapped countries." This new policy
will enable many nephrologists in such countries to have easier
access to current actions in education, training, and the state-of-
the-art technologies in nephrology. Moreover, it will enable the
Society's activities to be disseminated into wider areas throughout
the world. We all hope more nephrologists worldwide will join the
Society to contribute to the prevention and care of patients
suffering from renal diseases.
One of the many important activities which has contributed
greatly to the dissemination of the missions of the Society has
been the Commission for Global Advancement of Nephrology,
co-chaired by Drs. Barry M. Brenner and John H. Dirks. Under
their superb leadership the Commission has reached various parts
of "currently economically handicapped countries" of the world
by sending "site visit" teams which interacted effectively with
national societies and local nephrologists and assisted organizing
nephrology courses by sending faculty and funds that enabled
young nephrologists in some of these countries to come to such
courses. I became a part of those missions by serving as Chair of
the Asian Pacific Subcommittee of the Commission. I believe that
the Society should continue this Commission on an even greater
scale in the coming years. The principal philosophy behind
launching such a Commission is our understanding that any
international scientific society should try to meet the needs of
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clinicians and scientists in that particular disciline at the interna-
tional level. Yet activities like this Commission are still unique to
the International Society of Nephrology and not many interna-
tional societies have implemented similar activities. Our Society
will become a role model to many other international societies.
The most important event of the Society is hosting an Interna-
tional Congress every two years. The Congresses had been held
every three years, but since the Madrid Congress, each meeting
will be held at an interval of every two years for at least ten years.
The 1997 Congress was held, for the first time in the history of the
Society, jointly by the ISN and a regional nephrological society,
that is, the Asian Pacific Society of Nephrology, in Sydney under
the Presidency of Robert C. Atkins, who also happened to be
President of the APSN. ISN, APSN and the local organizing
committee led by the Australian New Zealand Society of Nephrol-
ogy have worked hard to make this Congress a great success. I am
sure everybody who attended this meeting enjoyed the meeting
and the host city in its entirety.
The 1999 Congress will be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina and
it will again be jointly organized by the ISN and the Latin
American Society of Nephrology and Hypertension (SLANH).
Pablo Massari, President of SLANH and I have been working
diligently for the preparation of the 1999 ICN. Buenos Aires is a
lovely city, full of charm, history, and tradition. You may have
seen the city and many of its famous attractions and local flavor
featured in the musical "Evita" or its recent movie adaptation.
The dates of the Congress have been set as May 2—6 of 1999. The
scientific program will be organized by Eberhard Ritz, Chair, and
Steven Hebert, Vice-Chair. I am sure that the first ICN in Latin
America will fully support the SLANH and will be attended by
many current members and attract many new members, and I
hope you will be a part of this important and exciting event of the
Society.
It has been my privilege to serve the ISN membership as Presi-
dent-Elect for the past two years. I thank the membership for your
support and hope you will continue to provide the Society and me
with your generous support. As I assume in Sydney the Presidency of
the Society for two years, 1997—1999, I as well as members of various
committees of the Society would like to ask for your participation in
the Society's many missions and activities, and to ask all of you to
provide your assistance for our common endeavors to improve
research, education, and patient care in a wide field of nephrology
and related areas. Your input is always welcome.
Note added in proof
I regretfully report that Dr. Ross Bailey of New Zealand, Vice
President of the 1997 ICN and ISN Councilor, drowned on April
6th, 1997, during a visit to Sri Lanka to attend a course in
nephrology. His visit was a part of the action of the ISN
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Commission for Global Advancement of Nephrology. Dr. Bailey
has been a dedicated teacher and caring clinican in nephrology
and has contributed enormously to many activities of the ISN. No
one else could have done what he did for the ISN. He was
particularly keen on the education and training of nephrologists in
developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region and visited many
remote areas of that region. We all remember Dr. Bailey as a true
friend, colleague, and dedicated teacher, and we extend our
condolences to his dear wife Lesley and four children, Jeanial,
Mark, Lisa, and Michele.
